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Park School 
EARLY YEARS OUTDOOR PLAY Dated: Sum 2015 Review: Sum 2017 

 

1.  Rationale 

1.1 There’s no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing. 

1.1 We adults encourage with our own behavior and attitudes that being out of doors in a 

positive experience. 

1.2 Being outside develops a practical understanding of the changing seasons and landscape, 

which is fundamental aspect of Park School’s approach to leaning; take care of yourself, take 

care of others and take care of the place you are in. 

1.3 Children learn to be responsible and look after themselves, e.g. by respecting the clear 

boundaries relating to the use of our very large paddling pool.  

1.4 Much of the Foundation Stage curriculum is available outside. 

 

2. Guidelines 

2.1 Our doors are open at all times for free access. 

2.2 Children are encouraged to be outside in all weathers, on their own or in groups. 

2.3 Children are encouraged to judge weather conditions and dress appropriately.  In warm 

weather, we support each child’s individual choice to be in fewer clothes.  For less warm ot 

wet conditions, children bring their own wellington boots, warm clothes, waterproof coats, 

hats, scarves and gloves.  We provide body warmers, umbrellas and sun cream in hot 

weather.  

2.4 We provide under-cover spaces, materials and enthusiasm to improvise with the children. 

2.5 We provide a range of equipment for endless varieties of work and play, e.g. there is a 

variety of wheeled vehicles which have back steps or trailers so that shared play becomes the 

norm, and there are trucks, etc to move large equipment around the site.2.8 . 

2.6 We offer a wide variety of water play in the summer and winter. 

2.7 We offer our generous landscape for group play in the form of expeditions. 

2.8 We have high standards and expectations. We know children can manage a well-designed 

backpack all day (full of tasty snacks) and that they can enjoy climbing stiles, running 

through waist-high glass, rolling down hills, balancing on logs, manoeuvring narrow 

slippery pathways appreciating the dense and dark woodland and finally returning 

triumphant knowing they have probably trekked further than their parents that day. 


