
1 

Park School 
LITERACY Dated: Spr 2015 Review: Spr 2017 
 

Rationale 
 
The teaching of literacy is integrated within a cross-curricular topic based approach.  This is achieved through co-
operative group work, class teaching, independent learning and individual support This is supported by a comprehensive 
Scheme of Work available from the school office. 
 

General Aims in Literacy 
The school’s aim is that children should achieve the highest level of personal development in every aspect of Literacy. 
 
We aim for children to – 

 Read, write, speak and listen with confidence, fluency and understanding; 

 Be able to use and apply a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, contextual) to monitor their 
reading and correct their own mistakes; 

 Use phonics and spelling patterns to aid accurate reading and spelling; 

 Have fluent and legible handwriting; 

 Have an interest in words and their meanings and develop a growing vocabulary; 

 Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction as well as non-fiction and poetry, and 
understand and be familiar with some of the ways in which narratives are structured through basic literary ideas of 
setting, character and plot; 

 Plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing; 

 Have a suitable, technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their reading and writing; be 
interested in books, read with enjoyment and evaluate and justify their preferences; 

 Through reading and writing, develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness; 

 Accept any mistakes they make in writing, spelling, etc., and to cross through an error rather than use a rubber. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
It is our intention to develop the children’s ability to speak with confidence, clarity and fluency in a variety of situations, 
for a variety of audiences and for a range of purposes of increasing complexity. Also to develop their capacities to listen 
with attention and understanding in a variety of situations and for a range of purposes. 

 
This is implemented through a variety of activities and experiences.  Opportunities are provided for children to talk and 
listen in both formal and informal settings.  These include: 

 The use of drama, role-play and singing. 

 Regular story times when the teacher or other adult reads aloud to the class, and discusses the text with them. 

 Whole class, small group, paired discussions or debates. 

 Individual, paired or small group presentations to a variety of audiences. 

 Showing times or news sharing when children speak to the whole class. 

 Interviewing carried out as part of a topic or project. 

 Children participating in school meetings, school productions, circle time etc. 
 

Reading 
We aim to develop children’s fluency in, and understanding of a wide range of written texts to promote confidence in 
themselves as readers and to become aware of reading as a source of communication, information, research, interest and 
pleasure.  This includes:  

 Learning to use a range of strategies in order to understand and analyse a text 

 Using a wide range of books (fiction, poetry and non-fiction) and other reading materials 

 Guided group reading , shared reading, quiet personal reading and reading to the whole group 

 Individual reading – all children are encouraged to enjoy reading and to read regularly at home and at school 

 Children encouraged to take home books of their own choice from the class selection and to visit the school library. 
Parents are encouraged to share books with their children. 

 Teachers keep a record of books read when appropriate.  

 Every child from the Early Years throughout the school shares reading books with the teacher and other adults. 

 Reading books which are appropriate to their ability are labelled and easily available to the children  

 Daily times set aside for reading. 

 ICT 

 Reading schemes such as Oxford Reading Tree, Collins Pathway, etc 

 Jolly Phonics 
 

Writing 
We aim to encourage children to write in different contexts for a range of purposes and audiences; we also aim to 
encourage children to organise the content of what is written in ways appropriate to the purpose, and to use spelling, 



2 

punctuation and syntax accurately and with confidence.  We ensure continued support in developing mature fluent 
handwriting.  These include the following genres and activities: 

 Stories 

 Poetry 

 Personal – (diaries, messages, invitations) 

 Instructions 

 Information – (lists, captions, labels, notices, notes) 

 Book making activities 

 Letters 

 Explanations 

 Dialogue and drama scripts 

 Argument and persuasion 

 Information – reports, commentary 
 
Please see the Scheme of Work. 
 
We recognize that writing occurs at different developmental levels from marks on paper, through emergent writing to 
mature, fluent writing.  

 
We use ICT to facilitate the development process of writing within the above range of contexta as appropriate. 
 

Handwriting 
We use the same handwriting style throughout the school, based on Jolly Phonics (see Scheme of Work).  Our younger 
children are offered a wide variety of experiences to develop their fine motor skills prior to becoming writers.  The 
younger children and those less confident are encouraged to refine their motor and perceptual skills using a variety of 
media.  They are taught to hold a pencil correctly, writing from left to write, starting and finishing letters correctly and 
letter size, shape and spacing.  Sitting position is checked- it should be upright and relaxed, both feet on the floor, spare 
hand holding the paper. 
 
All children are given the opportunity to develop legible handwriting through handwriting sessions.  Both joined up and 
printed styles are practiced.  Children are offered the choice of using handwriting pens or pencils and are encouraged to 
use pens as they progress through the school. 
 
Handwriting patterns link up with spelling patterns and joined letters. 

 

Spelling 
We feel it is important to pay increasing attention to punctuation, grammar and spelling as children become more fluent 
and confident.  Spelling is important to enable children to communicate their ideas and information coherently and 
fluently.  This is encouraged through regular writing sessions which are held for children in the middle and older groups.   
 
Starting with Early Years, all children are actively encouraged to be phonetic and emergent spellers.  The use of correct 
spelling is developed through – 

 Using dictionaries. 

 Making personal dictionaries. 

 The ‘read, look, cover, write, check’ method. 

 The use of high frequency word lists. 

 Spelling patterns. 

 A ‘have-a-go’ approach. 

 Phonic lessons (using Jolly Phonics). 

 Poems, songs and rhymes. 

 Self-correction. 

 Teacher-correction and practice. 
 

Assessment: Please refer to the Assessment Policy 

 

Monitoring of the Policy 
 
The policy should be monitored on a regular basis and any necessary amendments made.  


