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1. Rationale 
1.1 Mathematics has been invented by humankind in order to help to understand patterns in the universe.  It 
is one of the main curriculum areas of Park School. 
 

2. Purpose 
2.1 Mathematics is essential for daily living.  We aim, in our teaching of mathematics, to develop children’s 
understanding of Number, Shape, Measurement, Graphical Representation and Problem-solving Techniques 
and to make mathematics an enjoyable, worthwhile and relevant experience for all our pupils regardless of 
their sex, culture or ability. 
 

3. Guidelines 
3.1  Mathematics is a way of ordering experiences through understanding patterns and relationships. 
3.2 We encourage an active, practical approach to learning mathematics.  It follows from this that children 

are encouraged to investigate and experiment mathematically. 
3.3 Through this approach and in common with the teaching approach in other curriculum areas, children 

from the Early Years are encouraged to create, test and communicate hypotheses in both recorded and 
verbal forms. 

3.4 A variety of approaches are used to build upon this to develop essential mathematical concepts and 
skills. 

3.5 We use Early Learning Goals and the school Scheme of Work to inform our planning and assessment.  
The school uses a range of resources to deliver the curriculum. 

3.6 These approaches are used flexibly in recognition of the different needs of individuals and their 
different approaches to learning is best approached holistically. 

3.7 Children work individually and in large and small groups.  Mathematical discussion is encouraged. 
3.8 We aim to provide all children with the necessary mathematical skills and understanding for when they 

move on to secondary school. 
 

Teaching Guidelines 
The Early Learning Goals and school Scheme of Work help to ensure progression and continuity. To inspire 
interest and create variety whenever possible, maths activities should be integrated with classroom themes 
and topics.  (For example pattern in the context of other cultures or money in the context of a school fair or 
trip). 
 
Opportunities should be provided for investigative work supported by discussion with the teacher.  Also 
continuing opportunities for children to report back on what they have done and learnt alone and with 
others.  Children should be encouraged to formulate and speculate on mathematical ideas and to record 
maths in different ways.  These should be extended as children move up the school.   
 
 A variety of teaching approaches should be used from whole group to small groups to individual work.  The 
size of our groups and our ethos provide good opportunities for talking over work with children, before, 
during and after it is completed.  Talk about strategies and outcomes is important at all ages and this 
includes talking with their peers as well as the teacher. 
 
Children should be encouraged to use both mathematical language and to communicate ideas in their own 
words.  
 

Assessment 
Most assessment will be made in the context of working with the individual child through questioning and 
observation as they work and record.  Notes on maths work should also be made in the work book in 
accordance with the marking policy.   
 
See Assessment Policy for details of recorded evidence. 


